Sermon 5 - Cheerful Giving

We live in a culture that is OBSESSED with money.

· During the past election, the NUMBER ONE ISSUE was the economy.

· Bigger than Iraq or any other issue.


· It’s not because we are poverty-stricken, not knowing where the next meal will come from.

· It’s that we’ve become so accustomed to affluence that when our lifestlye gets rocked a little bit, it is suddenly our biggest concern!

· Not the war.

· Not terrorism.

· Not the right for life.

Our society is so consumed with money that it is killing us.

· It’s keeping us from realizing that we have more than we need!

· It keeps us from the joy of generosity.

· It’s FUN to be generous!

· It’s FUN to contribute to something outside of yourself!

· It’s FUN to give to God’s kingdom!

This life isn’t about ME.

· I’m gonna spend eternity in a place that is INDESCRIBABLE, a place that is filled with unspeakable joy.

· But until then, I’m supposed to work hard to get everyone I can there!

· While I’m doing it, I’m not gonna be grumbling, negative, etc.

2 Cor 9: 7

· We don’t give because God NEEDS our money!

· We don’t give because there’s a shortage in heaven.

· We don’t even give because we’re SUPPOSED TO.

· We give out of a cheerful, generous heart.

· God doesn’t like it when we give reluctantly.

· He doesn’t even like it when we give out of hype because everyone else is doing it.

· He wants us to pray about it, think about it, then step out in faith.

· He’s teaching us principles that carry over into other areas!

· Stewardship, faithfulness, prayer, hearing God’s voice, love, selflessness, etc.

It’s about LOVING GOD

· When I was dating my wife, there came a time when I decided “I love this girl, she’s beautiful, she’s fun, I’m enjoying this process…. It’s time to take it to the next level. It’s time to go ring shopping.”

· Then I started looking at rings, and I realized “THIS IS EXPENSIVE!”

· But I made the sacrifice because I love her and I wanted to show her what she meant to me.

· Then I planned out the whole proposal, made it really special.

· We went to this special place, read that special poem, looked at this special picture.

· What if I had done all that, and then gotten to the end and said “aaarrgghh… here. Here’s the ring. Take it. Will you marry me? Fine. Take the ring.”

· Or what if I had said “You better appreciate this. You know how much this cost me?”

· What if she would’ve picked up on that hesitation? 

· I would’ve RUINED the moment! I would’ve RUINED the whole thing.

· Why is it that we say we love God, we say we’re sold out to him, but then we put our money in the offering like “I hope you’re happy…”

· God doesn’t want that!

· He says “don’t give reluctantly! Don’t give out of compulsion!”

· God LOVES a cheerful giver!

· Have you ever thought “what does God think is cool?” 

· He tells us right here!

· God loves a cheerful giver!

· God loves someone who gives with a heart of love for him.

Four ways to be a cheerful giver

1. Recognize how fortunate you are to have something to give!

· Be thankful that you are in a situation where you can even GIVE something!

· Even if it costs you!

· There are people who don’t have things to sell, don’t have things to give, don’t have job opportunities, don’t have ANY WAY of making money for God.

2. Realize that the money is not yours anyway

· It’s easier to be excited about giving something away when it’s not yours!

· It’s easy to watch game shows and cheer for someone to win the SHOW’S money.

3. Remember that God will bless you for it.

· It will bring joy to your heart when you realize that you CANNOT outgive God.

4. Remember that you are laying up treasures in heaven.

· Realize that placing money in the hands of God lays up treasures on the other side of this life.

· You’re trading something with a limited lifespan (a dollar) for something that will never fade (souls won to Christ).

