Sermon 4 - The World’s Greatest Mission Field

Intro: We’re focusing on reaching people all over the world, and we’re raising money for missionaries around the globe.

· But I’m here tonight to tell you that Africa, despite the need, is not YOUR greatest mission field.


· INDIA, despite the devastation and hurting there, is not YOUR greatest mission field.

Read Luke 10:25-37 

The question here is “who is my neighbor?”

· To answer, Jesus essentially says this: The way you show God that you love him the most is by looking for the needs around you, then moving in response to those needs.

The world’s greatest mission field is the world that you live in

· It’s where you walk everyday.

· It’s who you come in contact with everyday, who you interact with.

· It’s your school, your work, your community.

I love being a youth pastor, I love my life, but I’ve never had a greater mission field than when I was in high school.

· I had a captive audience of unsaved people!

· Here, you can choose whether or not to come to service. Nobody is forcing you to be here.

· At school, they have to go.

· They have to go to class.

· They have to go to the cafeteria.

· They have to go to the gym.

· I remember waking up and praying for opportunities to reach lost people!

· Not because I had to, not because I thought it made me more spiritual.

· I did it because I knew that was my mission field.

· When I got to school, as soon as my feet hit the parking lot, I’d start praying for my campus.

· It wasn’t like “One day, I’m gonna do big things for God.”

· It was like “THIS is my time, THIS is my mission field.”

· I took my Bible to school.

· Not so I could catch up on my devos!

· I took it because I knew people would notice.

· I knew if they noticed, they’d say something

· When they said something, that’s my opportunity!

· There are a lot of stories where I look back and see how cool it was when God moved in response to what I did, prayed, etc.

· But there are also stories where I think “man, if I could go back, I’d do it different.”

· I wouldn’t care what people MIGHT say, if souls are on the line!

You still have the opportunity!

· The cool thing is, you’re still LIVING THIS!

· You’re in control of what you do and don’t do.

· You can do everything God wants you to do.

· I’m telling you, there is NO BETTER MISSION FIELD than the one you’re in.

Knowing that, what are you gonna do?

1. Notice the needs around you (Luke 10:33).

· People around you are looking for hope and acceptance.

· They’re looking for it in the wrong places.

· Parties, alcohol, sex, etc.

· When people are talking about all these things, I want you to hear what they’re really saying: “I’m just looking for someone to love me, someone to care.”

· We’re so surrounded by the noise that we don’t notice the cries for help.

· We have to pray for God to give us an ear to hear the need.

2. Pray for God to break your heart (vs.33).

· The Samaritan didn’t just see the need, he took pity on the man.

· His heart was broken.

· He felt compassion.

· How often does it hurt your heart to see people hurting?

· How often do you feel a brokenness in your spirit when you see someone who is lost?

· Instead of getting upset/offended when unsaved people do what unsaved people do, you should let your heart be broken for them.

· It all starts with asking God to soften your heart from the inside.

3. Don’t miss an opportunity (vs. 34).

· God is SO great, life is SO short, and eternity is SO long, that we ought to take advantage of EVERY OPPORTUNITY that comes our way.

· I may not be able to reach EVERYBODY, but I can reach the everybody’s around me.

None of this happens without prayer!

· We’ve got to pray to make it happen.

· Pray for opportunities.

· Pray for a broken heart.

· Pray for strength.

