Sermon 3 - Investing in God’s Work

Intro: The economy is bad right now.

· It’s especially bad for retirees, who have been investing for years and suddenly find that they’ve lost so much.

· That’s one of the risks with investing in the financial markets of this world.

· That stands in stark contrast to God’s work.

· When you put investment in God’s kingdom, you NEVER EVER EVER have to worry about your return on investment.

· When you focus on advancing God’s kingdom, he’ll take care of your kingdom.

· It’s a spiritual law.

We have an opportunity to do something big for God.

· The need is obvious: there are people dying without Jesus Christ, and we have an opportunity to do something about it.

· It’s a RACE to their hearts.

· Satan is trying to blind them, deceive them, turn them from Christ.

· We have an opportunity to reach them & pull them from Satan.

Doing this will take a dream:

· We talked two weeks ago about dreaming big, making a commitment.

It also takes hard work

· We talked last week about getting up and actually WORKING FOR IT.

It also takes perseverance

· It’s fun to tell stories where someone pledges $100 and gets a check in the mail for $200, but that’s not how most giving happens.

· Some people sign their missions pledge & then actually LOSE their job!

· It happened to me! I made a big pledge two weeks ago, then:

· I got a flat tire.

· I had to fix the tire AND buy $50 worth of lugnuts!

· My daughter got sick.

· She needed tests, then MORE tests.

· The tests were in Kansas City, which meant gas and hotels.

· This stuff happens sometimes, but we’ve gotta persevere!

· God knew all this would happen when He told you to make the pledge in the first place!

· In those times, God wants us to remember something

· He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly (2 Cor 9:6).

· God doesn’t need our money, but he lets us be a part of something bigger than ourselves

If you’re someone who pledged big and then lost their job, etc, remember:

1. You’re not alone. A lot of us are in the same situation!

2. You’ve gotta keep your faith strong & not give up.

3. It’s not about you: it’s about the people who will be reached with the Gospel from this project.

4. It’s a race to their souls.

I want you ALL to remember: It’s not about money… it’s about you & your heart for God.

· I’m proud of what we’ve done in the past, but I’m not content with that today.

· If we love God more today than we did yesterday, then we should be willing to do more for his kingdom this year than ever before.

If this isn’t just about money, we’ve got to remember:

· The law of the harvest (you reap what you sow) doesn’t just apply to finances!

· It works for anything!

· Anything we sow into our lives will come back to us, good or bad.

· What is it in your life that you need to sow in order to benefit and reap God’s promises? (you WILL reap what you sow)

· Are you sowing generosity?

· Are you sowing grace?

· Are you sowing forgiveness?

· If you’re lacking in friendship, are you sowing friendliness?

· If you are sowing unforgiveness, you’ll reap unforgiveness.

What is it that God is calling you to sow?

