Sermon 2 - Doing Big Things for God

Introduction: It’s not enough to dream big dreams for God.

· You’ve got to do big things.

· Faith is an awesome, powerful thing.

· BUT it’s not enough to dream and have faith if you don’t do anything.

Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-5

· Verse 3: Don’t be ashamed

· Paul says: I want to make sure you come through so neither one of us is ashamed.

· I say: I don’t want to have to call the missionaries at the end of this drive and say “We’ve got a big stack of goals to send you! We didn’t get any money raised, but man do we have some GOALS!”

· Goals don’t reach lost souls!

· It’s not about how you start, it’s about how you finish.

Read James 2:14

· Faith & Works:

· Sometimes we get confused and think Christianity is all about faith.

· Scripture teaches us that it’s not either/or, it’s both/and.

· True, genuine faith is ALWAYS accompanied by good works.

· “Faith without works is dead.”

· Without works, at the end of this drive we’ll have nothing more than a stack of goal cards.

· What have you done since last week to move, act, DO SOMETHING about your goal?

· Lots of you told me about the big dream God planted in your heart, and I’m so excited for you!

· But what a waste if that dream goes unfulfilled because you never pursue it.

Examples of faith in action:

· Trenton: I set a goal for missions, God came through by giving me a job.

· Trenton didn’t just sit back and wait for the money to start rolling in… he got out there and WORKED for it!

· David & Goliath

· David had huge faith to beat Goliath, but limited resources (a few rocks and a sling).

· He used what he had and DID HIS PART.

· God gave David the victory, but David still had to throw the stone.

· Goliath dropped because David stepped out and did his part.

· Daniel & the Lion’s Den

· Daniel was a dreamer, but he didn’t live in the dream world.

· Daniel followed his dreams, even when it looked like it would get him killed.

· Only then were his dreams fulfilled and his faith proven true.

· Paul

· Everyone wants to leave a legacy like Paul, but few people are willing to work like Paul.
· Paul put his faith into action: he was beaten, shipwrecked, imprisoned, left to die, but he KEPT GOING.

It IS about faith, but it’s also about ACTION

· Are there teenagers in here like Trenton? Like David? Like Daniel? Like Paul?

· Are there teens who will get up early, stay up late, ask for extra hours, work harder than they’ve ever worked before so that SOULS WILL COME TO CHRIST?

Four points in closing:

1. Start each day by praying and asking God to help you raise the money & to give you creative ideas.

· Recognize that it will take God’s help.

· Ask God, “what can I do TODAY?”

2. Include your family on the project.

· Ask them to pray for you, give you ideas, contribute.

· Ask them to collect loose change.

3. Each day, think about what you could sacrifice THAT DAY.

· What can I do TODAY that might make my life a LITTLE harder, a LITTLE more challenging, a LITTLE more inconvenient… but that will help the cause?


4. Try to keep up with your weekly goal, but don’t give up if you fall behind.

· David threw the rock, but God killed the giant.

· All that God can ask is that you try your hardest.

· If you do that and don’t hit your goal, you’ve got nothing to be ashamed of.

· Satan wants to get you down… don’t let him.

· Who knows? God may come through and hit your goal on the last day of the drive!

