Sermon 1 - Dreaming Big Dreams & Doing 

Big Things

Introduction: God wants to do something big in your life.

· He wants to show you something.

· He wants to speak something to your heart.

· I believe it’s time for God’s church to begin doing big things and dreaming big dreams.

Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-5

· If you’re a journaler, write down for today’s entry: “The night it all began”

· I believe that tonight God is going to start something bigger than he’s ever done in us.

· Verse 1: Service to the Saints

· Paul says: I don’t even need to say much, cause you already understand the need.

· I say: Once I show you OUR missions project, the need is so evident that I won’t really have to break it down for you.

· Verse 2: Eager to Help

· Paul says: I know your track record of service to God. I know your faithfulness.

· I say: I look around tonight and see a group that has a proven track record of faithfulness to God.

· You guys are serious about living out the Gospel.

· You bring your friends to church.

· You live for God on your campus.

· You’re sold out to Jesus.

· But you don’t stop there.

· You have a proven track record of working hard and making sacrifices so that people you will never meet in this life will have a chance to hear the Gospel.

· Over the last 5 years, you’ve raised over $400,000 for missionaries.

· Verse 2: Contagious Enthusiasm

· Paul says: Your enthusiasm has spurred the Macedonians into action.

· I say: I believe that your enthusiasm for the Gospel is going to be used by God not only in your life, your circle of influence, but I believe that he’s going to use our stories, YOUR stories to encourage OTHER CHRISTIANS to do big things for God.

Enthusiasm is Powerful

· I’m driven by one thing: SOULS

· There are people around the world who don’t know Jesus, and I want to do something about it.

· There are people around the world who are dying and going to hell, and I want to do something about it.

· BUT… I don’t want to do SMALL THINGS for God.

· I don’t want to just “do church”

· I don’t want to do something for God “when I get around to it”

· I don’t want to “squeeze God in” to my schedule

YWAM Story: Loren Cunningham

· CBC student, went on a missions trip, had a huge dream for God.

· Journal Entry: That night after our singing engagement, I returned to the missionary's guest room with its white walls, unadorned except for an island scene in a cheap wooden frame. I lay down on the bed, doubled the pillow under my head and opened my Bible, routinely asking God to speak into my mind. What happened next was far from routine. Suddenly, I was looking up at a map of the world. Only the map was alive, moving! I sat up. I shook my head, rubbed my eyes. It was a mental movie. I could see all the continents. Waves were crashing onto the shores. Each went onto a continent, then receded, then came up further until it covered the continent completely. I caught my breath. Then, as I watched, the scene changed. The waves became young people--kids my age and even younger--covering the continents. They were talking to people on the street corners and outside bars. They were going house to house. They were preaching. "Was that really you, Lord?" I wondered, still staring at the wall, amazed. Young people--kids really--going out as missionaries! What an idea! And I thought, "Why did God give me this vision?"

· He took his vision and put it into action

· By the year 2000, YWAM had over 11,000 staff members from 30 countries.

· Loren has personally visited every sovereign nation, all dependent countries, and over 150 territories and islands.

· Thousands upon thousands of young people have gone in following Loren’s mission.

· The result: thousands of people in heaven instead of hell

· What do you think people thought of his dream at first?

· They probably thought he was nuts!

· That’s where most dreams start: in the impossible.

God doesn’t just have big dreams for Loren & YWAM

· Jamie from Oklahoma:

· Felt God calling her to give her savings (which had been going towards buying a car) to a missions drive. 

· She was faithful to God’s call and donated the money… she didn’t tell her youth pastor, friends, etc.

· Later, a group of guys from her church felt God calling them to buy her a car… so they did!

· John & Caleb from Austin, MN:

· John, 16, gave his paychecks for a whole YEAR!

· Over $1600!

· Caleb, his younger brother, didn’t have a job, so he dedicated his video editing skills to God.

· Entered a video contest, won $2000, gave it to missions.
These kids caught a vision for a project just like ours while other youth were too busy living for themselves to be bothered by God.

· What drives you? What keeps you going? Is it YOU and YOUR priorities or GOD and HIS?

· In heaven, I’ll have plenty of time to enjoy myself & have a good time.

· Right now, it’s about winning souls for Christ.

Cast vision for projects:


1. Ghana, Africa - Rescuing prostitutes

2. Niger, Africa - AG Schools

3. Africa – Sunday School resources and space

· Like Paul, I don’t feel like I have to say a whole lot here. You can just look at these things and see that this is a huge opportunity to do something big for God.

God wants us to do something big for him

· He wants us to dream big dreams and do big things.

· I’m gonna give ______________.

· Not to brag, but so you know that I’m just as into this as I’m asking you to be.

How much will you give?
